Superior vena caval syndrome: color flow Doppler detection of collateral venous channels.
Thrombosis of the superior vena cava (SVC) is an important clinical problem that requires prompt diagnosis. Confirmation of suspected SVC syndrome requires the use of an imaging study to document the obstruction and presence of collateral venous channels. Echocardiography is often used to evaluate suspected SVC obstruction; however, previous methods have allowed only indirect detection of collateral flow. We describe 3 patients with SVC obstruction in whom color flow Doppler allowed direct demonstration of collateral venous channels.